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Tired and tested (revision) 

strategies for KS4?

What’s your plan for the time you’ve 

got left with Year 11?

• What did the final round of mock exams tell me?

• Where can I make the biggest gains?

• How many lessons do you have left with year 11?  Ask your line 

manager how many more lessons you’ll have after Easter.

• Make a strategic plan.  (Consider balance of skills, exam 

questions, accuracy of verbs, more complex structures, high 

leverage vocab)

• Make a student friendly version of the plan.  Give them tasks to 

do in their planned revision sessions.  Break it down and make it 

easy.  Do my students know how to learn vocab and to test 

themselves?

• How can parents support?  Have you communicated this with 

them?

• Will your students work at home?  If not, build it into lessons.

Think strategically 

about what is going 

to make a difference.

Less, done well, 

is more.  You can’t do 

everything and neither 

can your students!

What are the most important words for Year 11 

to focus on learning now?

Now is the time to focus on high frequency words which might appear several 

times on a reading or listening paper regardless of topic.  Frequency words, time 

indicators, prepositions and other non topic-specific words. At Arthur Terry we 

call these star words, because they turn your students into super star linguists.  

They are words like same, other, late, until, too.  The words that don’t fit neatly 

into topic vocab lists, but change the meaning of a sentence.  

Download the star words lists from TTLH’s website.

What are the most important verbs for 

Year 11 to focus on learning now?

Focus on a small number of key 

verbs which can be used in all topic 

areas.  Make sure students are 

confident using these structures in 

the past, the present and the future 

tenses.  Provide lots of practice 

opportunities moving from receptive 

to productive with mini whiteboard 

work and turn and talk opportunities.

Ideas shared by Tracy 

Williams.  TTLH co-lead

Ideas shared by Libby Franklin, 

TTLH Affiliate School Advocate

Encourage your 

students to write 

down the verbs 

they know at the 

top of their writing 

paper.  They 

should try to use 

these verbs 

regardless of the 

topic area.



Claire Bowker from Bishop Walsh shared the work she is doing to encourage 

spontaneous talk time in her year 10 classroom.

2. Use mini whiteboards 

or cold call to practise.  

3. Give your students 

some input over the 

questions.

4. Let them choose their 

talk time partner.

5. Resist the urge to 

correct all their errors!

6. Provide repair 

strategies.

What are the barriers to 

spontaneous talk?

1. Understanding the 

question.

2. Knowing how to start 

your answer.

3. Including a verb

4. Knowing what you 

actually want to say.

Finally…  Chris 

Parry from 

Painsley 

Catholic 

College shared 

some top tips 

on how AI 

could support 

you to develop 

spontaneous 

speakers.

How can we support our learners to 

increase the level of complexity of their 

work?

Ideas shared by Nathalie 

Charlery.  Erdington Academy.

There is a large croissant clearly displayed 

on the wall of Nathalie’s classroom.  She 

uses this display to encourage all her 

learners to increase the level of complexity 

in their work.  When they share an opinion 

or complete a piece of writing, Nathalie asks 

them to think about target xxx.  This 

consistent approach to feedback manages 

student cognitive load and creates a clear 

mental model for learners about what 

‘better’ might look like.  The large display in 

the classroom means that students can 

upgrade their spoken work in the moment 

as well as challenging themselves to be 

more ambitious during writing tasks. 

1. Model how to use the 

question in your answer.

Use natural reader to type in answers to 

speaking exam questions and hear an AI 

generated voice read them out.

Use Mizou.com to create chatbots which ask your students 

a set list of general conversation questions.  The chatbot 

can also be programmed to offer feedback!

Use marvely for role play practice. Practise over 

1000 role-play scenarios at your own pace, anytime, 

with a friendly AI speaking partner who listens and 

speaks back

https://www.naturalreaders.com/
https://mizou.com/bot
https://www.marvely.ai/
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